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assisted by the provision of machinery and advice from the
centre. Individual farms and the Central Farm are linked
together, not only by the organisation of the work, but also by
a net of co-operatives of producers and consumers. The centre
may be a kind of Factory Farm, as described above. Thus,
around an agricultural settlement there might grow a more
diversified community in the course of the years if the lay-out
and the regional plan make provision for such a development.
It is, therefore, possible to start at the agricultural as well
as at the urban end, and to arrive at similar solutions. The
green belt is a very important factor; its functions can be
manifold, and they are more complicated than they might appear
at the first glance. This new " city wall " is a highly productive
and an essential factor in bringing town and country together.
There is an interesting example of a concentrated semi-
agricultural settlement serving a hinterland of a limited extent.
It is Littoria in the Pontine Marshes. It lies about 45 miles
from Rome. It is an administrative settlement combined with
agricultural activities. It covers about 15,000 hectares and
serves 30,000 inhabitants of whom 15,000 live in the town and
the rest within its immediate sphere of influence outside. Apart
from the public services which are situated in the centre of the
town, the occupations are entirely agricultural. Each family
occupies a single or semi-detached house with a garden. Littoria
is one of the few modern agricultural settlements which have
been conceived and built as one unit, limited in size and character,
but without any architectural ingenuity.
(2) Zoning on similar lines to those developed for urban places
should be applied also to settlements in rural areas. We will
deal with the problems involved in a later chapter. A certain
system of sequence of the different districts does exist. The
commercial district, including some of the public services,
forms the centre of the settlement. In the main, the residential
district lies between this centre and the outei: ring of horticulture.
As far as possible, therefore, the houses of people employed in
horticulture are situated in or at the fringes of the horticultural
zone. Agriculture is being carried on in the outermost zone,
Le. in the green belt, while industry should be separated by a
green belt and be near the main road and/or the railway fine
and the station. But this principle need not, and cannot be,
applied rigidly, for though the extent of these settlements is
only small, it might be advisable to lay out a number of neigh-
bourhood units which would provide, at least, some of the
social and economic facilities of their own. Thus, there will be a
certain spreading out of the various functions over the whole area
of the settlement In such a settlement, built up from the very